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Deroceras reticulatum (Muller) 

Agriolimax reticulatum 

Mollusca, Gastropoda , Limacidae . 

Loach, Little grey slug 

Description , Biology , Life Cycle , Damage , Common Names , Images 



[RJDescription 

- Adult: medio-dorsal keel joining the shield and posterior pneumostome on the shield. Light grey to 
beige, more or less mottled. Milky white mucus (*) . 

- Eggs: spherical, white translucient, deposited in clusters of 20 to 50. 

- Young: 4 to 5 mm, purplish-pink. 

[RlBiology 

- Highly polyphagous , they attack in particular beets , cereals , rapeseeds , sunflower , protein pea , fodder 
Graminaceae . fodder legumes , maize , carrot , witloof chicory , strawberry , tomato , lettuce, potato and 
tobacco . 

- Slug, active from the end of summer to spring. 

- The time necessary to reach maturity is about 3 to 4 months and depends on the temperature. The slug 
is not very sensitive to cold, unless it freezes, but is sensitive to drought. Active at night, slugs remain 
under cover during the day, except after rain. The maximum laying takes place in autumn and at the 
beginning of winter. 

- Eggs: length of development: over 3 months at 5°C, 15 to 20 days at 20°C. Normal developement 
occurs when the soil humidity ranges between 40 to 80% and the temperature between 5 and 20°C. 

[RJDamage 

The slugs feed between the veins of leaves, giving them a notched or ragged (Graminaceae) appearence. 
They also make holes in potato tubers (*) . When the attack is severe, stems are cut and eaten, plants 
disappear. The most sensitive stage is seedling: crops which remain at this stage for a long time (cold, 
drought, presence of a covering plant) are extremely vulnerable. 

Losses of seedlings are especially likely on leguminous crops in September, on graminaceaous crops in 
spring or autumn, and on rape in autumn. Plants should be kept under observation during the critical 
emergence period. Spring-sown crops are vulnerable from May to September, especially in overgrown 
sites; autumn-sown crops in open soils are especially vulnerable from September to March. 
Germinationg seeds (e.g. of cereals) are often attacked beloq ground level before sedling emergence. 



|"R] Common Names 

DE: Genetzte Ackerschnecke ES: Pequena babosa gris FR: Petite limace grise, Loche IT: Piccola lumaca 
grigia PT: Lesma cinzenta pequena, Lesma GB: Loach, Little grey slug 

[R] Images 

1 . Deroceras reticulatum (Miiler) (Coutin R. / OPIE) 



<I>Deroceras reticulatum</I> (Miiller) 
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Adult Slug devouring a lettuce leaf. 

2. Deroceras reticulatum (Miiller) (ACTA) 
Damage on potato 

3. Deroceras reticulatum (Miiller) Damaze to radish roots (Coutin R. / OPIE) 
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Cernuella virgata 



This is another introduced 
species from Europe that is a 
major pasture pest in 
Australia. Fouling of pasture 
causes major losses in 
sheep pastures. 
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Helix 'aspersa 



The second most 
widespread pest species in 
the world. It use as a 
gourmet food has facilitated 
its dispersal worldwide. A 
major pest of citrus in the US 
and a general garden pest in 
most of the world. If you can't 
beat'em EAT'EM. 
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Deroceras reticulatum 



The most destructive and 
widespread pest slug in the 
world. It is found on all 
continents and has a very 
variable life-cycle. 
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3. Some data may be downloaded to files and altered in format for analytical purposes, 
however the data should still be referenced using the citation above; 

4. No graphics available from this server can be used, copied or distributed separate from the 
accompanying text. Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved by NatureServe. 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed as conferring by implication, estoppel, or 
otherwise any license or right under any trademark of NatureServe. No trademark owned by 
NatureServe may be used in advertising or promotion pertaining to the distribution of 
documents delivered from this server without specific advance permission from 
NatureServe. Except as expressly provided above, nothing contained herein shall be 
construed as conferring any license or right under any NatureServe copyright. 

Information Warranty Disclaimer: All documents and related graphics provided by this server and any other 
documents which are referenced by or linked to this server are provided "as is" without warranty as to the ^ 
currentness, completeness, or accuracy of any specific data. NatureServe hereby disclaims all warranties and 
conditions with regard to any documents provided by this server or any other documents which are referenced b> 
or linked to this server, including but not limited to all implied warranties and conditions of merchantibility, fitness 
for a particular purpose, and non-infringement. NatureServe makes no representations about the suitability of the 
information delivered from this server or any other documents that are referenced to or linked to this server. In J 
no event shall NatureServe be liable for any special, indirect, incidental, consequential damages, or for damages 
of any kind arising out of or in connection with the use or performance of information contained in : any 
documents provided by this server or in any other documents which are referenced by or linked to this server, 
under any theory of liability used. NatureServe may update or make changes to the documents provided by this 
server at any time without notice; however, NatureServe makes no commitment to update the information % 
contained herein. Since the data in the central databases are continually being updated, it is advisable to refresh 
data retrieved at least once a year after its receipt. The data provided is for planning, assessment,, and x , L ^ j 
informational purposes. Site specific projects or activities should be reviewed for potential environmental impacts 
with appropriate regulatory agencies. If ground-disturbing activities are proposed on a site, the appropriate state : 
natural heritage program(s) or conservation data center can be contacted for a site-specific review of the project^ 
area. Refer to the Natural Heritage Network Directory available at http://www.NatureServe.org for contact /;# 
information for each program office. * 

Feedback Request: Using the comment form , please note any errors or significant omissions that you find in 
the data. Your comments will be very valuable in improving the overall quality of our databases for the network of 
users. . . . . ,' : . . .' 
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